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February 9, 2022 

 

Dear Alden CSD Community: 

 

It was with great disappointment I learned that Governor Hochul has elected to extend the mask 

mandate in schools. Her desire to re-evaluate on March 4, 2022, is in complete disregard to a recent 

letter Superintendents sent to her office at the start of the month which called for individual choice 

effective February 21st (see attached). 

 

Since March of 2020, my personal goal has been to do my very best to hold our entire learning 

community together, which includes students, staff and families. The goal of our faculty and staff 

has been to make sure our students are cared for and learning.   I know that many of us are looking 

forward to the time we can send our children to school with the option of wearing a mask.  As we 

shared last summer, in the absence of any requirement, order or mandate, like the one currently in 

place in New York State, we fully support a staff member, student’s and parent’s right to choose. 

 

I, along with other Superintendents in the region, will be issuing a statement later today regarding 

the Governor's press conference, so that our communities are reminded of the previously stated 

Erie Niagara School Superintendents Association position. Our hope is that Governor Hochul has 

identified early March as a date to reevaluate masking mandates in schools only to coincide with 

neighboring states that have previously established this date as an end to masking requirements 

within their own states.  

 

I am optimistic that school mask mandates will be lifted within the next 12 days of school when 

Governor Hochul reevaluates.  I know that this has been a long and challenging period for us all.  

As a school community, we have stayed strong and in solidarity throughout the pandemic.  On 

behalf of your administrators, teachers and support staff, I thank you in advance for your continued 

support and cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Stoltman 

Superintendent of Schools 


